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Yee I-Lann likes to think of the cross-cultural makeup of her
native Malaysia as “a fruit salad,” a metaphor that serves as
the jumping off point for a gutsy, elegant exhibition at
Singapore’s Silverlens gallery. Like many post-colonial
countries, Malaysia is home to a rich spread of nationalities,
traditions, and rituals that interact but don’t necessarily
intermix. Yee’s photo-media works tease out the historical
genesis and contemporary resonance of exuberantly distinct
cultures (oranges, bananas, etc., in Yee’s analogy) and the
areas that encourage their interaction (the bowl and its

residual mixed fruit juice).

In our increasingly globalized world, Yee’s metaphor and the
impact of her work extend beyond the borders of post-
colonial bailiwicks. With the facility a historian applies to
connecting faraway, polarized dots, Yee’s prowess lies in her

ability to fuse past and present and local and universal

referents. Here, Yee presents three idiosyncratic series that
poke at the boundaries of the photographic medium and
identity politics.

In the exhibition’s namesake body of work, “Tabled” (2013),

Y . did i £ " . Yee I-Lann

ee superimposes candid images of contemporary city The Orang Besar Series: “YB” #2, 2010
dwellers onto plates that resemble traditional blue and white Silverlens
china, a craft that originated in East Asia in the 14th century $1,000 - 2,500

and quickly spread across the globe. In their fragile, alabaster
surroundings, Yee’s floating subjects become decorative
motifs representing a country’s collective memory, rather

than individuals going about their daily lives.
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The more overtly political “Picturing Power,” 2013 folds

found images of Malaysians and Brits from the early 1900s £ £ oY y e _

into stark, iurrealistic panoramas that surface past ﬁfﬁ\t !i'i‘h @‘if o é* m ﬁ‘~ ﬁ {

inequalities, continued tensions, and a less than optimistic

hope for an integrated future. ﬁﬁ‘\ @ %@' @ f‘? m‘ ﬁ@m

Small but mighty photomontages from the “YB Series,” m @ @’?’“ @ @ ﬁ % ‘

(2010) are a mischievous postscript. Masquerading as a

topological study of exotic boutonnieres and florid batik N

shirts, the images double as plucky political commentary. W’ éﬁ fﬁ @ @t N 2R : |

The mesmerizing tropical flowers are worn by nepotistic — P
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figureheads at official governmental events to indicate their

@

elevated status and power.

Yee I-Lann

—Alexxa Gotthardt Tabled (set of 50), 2013
Silverlens

“Tabled by Yee I-Lann” is on view at Silverlens, Gillman $20,000 - 30,000

Barracks, Singapore, Aug. Ist—Sept.7th, 2014.

Follow Silverlens on Artsy.
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Yee I-Lann
Study of Lamprey's Malayan Male I & 11, 2009
Silverlens

$2,500 - 5,000

https://artsy.net/post/editorial-yee-i-lanns-plucky-approach-to-identity-politics Page 2 of 5


https://artsy.net/show/silverlens-tabled-yee-i-lann
https://artsy.net/silverlens
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fartsy.net%2Fpost%2Feditorial-yee-i-lanns-plucky-approach-to-identity-politics
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=https%3A%2F%2Fartsy.net%2Fpost%2Feditorial-yee-i-lanns-plucky-approach-to-identity-politics&text=Artsy%20Editorial:%20Yee%20I-Lann%E2%80%99s%20Plucky%20Approach%20to%20Identity%20Politics&url=https%3A%2F%2Fartsy.net%2Fpost%2Feditorial-yee-i-lanns-plucky-approach-to-identity-politics&via=artsy
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fartsy.net%2Fpost%2Feditorial-yee-i-lanns-plucky-approach-to-identity-politics&media=http://static2.artsy.net/additional_images/53f2cd5f7261695886c50000/large.jpg&description=Artsy%20Editorial:%20Yee%20I-Lann%E2%80%99s%20Plucky%20Approach%20to%20Identity%20Politics
https://artsy.net/artwork/yee-i-lann-tabled-set-of-50
https://artsy.net/artist/yee-i-lann
https://artsy.net/silverlens
https://artsy.net/artwork/yee-i-lann-tabled-set-of-50
https://artsy.net/artwork/yee-i-lann-study-of-lampreys-malayan-male-i-and-ii
https://artsy.net/artist/yee-i-lann
https://artsy.net/silverlens
https://artsy.net/artwork/yee-i-lann-study-of-lampreys-malayan-male-i-and-ii

Yee I-Lann’s Plucky Approach to Identity Politics | Artsy Editorial | Artsy 8/21/14, 5:11 PM

ARTISTS MENTIONED IN POST

YEE I-LANN

FEATURED POSTS

https://artsy.net/post/editorial-yee-i-lanns-plucky-approach-to-identity-politics Page 3 of 5


https://artsy.net/artist/yee-i-lann
https://artsy.net/artist/yee-i-lann
https://artsy.net/artwork/yee-i-lann-the-orang-besar-series-yb-number-3

Yee |-Lann’s Plucky Approach to Identity Politics | Artsy Editorial | Artsy

An Artist’s Fantastical Sets and
Props Bring World-Renowned
Opera Stages to Life

ARTSY EDITORIAL

How a Group of 20-Something Art
Students Brought Progressive Art
to the Lone Star State

ARTSY EDITORIAL

Five Contemporary Artists Take
Stock of the Land, and Paint their
Impressions, at Seager Gray Gallery
(Closing Soon!)

ARTSY EDITORIAL

How an Artist Turns Trash into
Modern-Day Memento Mori

ARTSY EDITORIAL

August 20, 2014: Art Forgers and
eBay, Salman Rushdie Visits Olafur
Eliasson’s “Riverbed,” and High
Line Arc’s Exciting New
Commission

DAILY DIGEST: TOP ART NEWS

A Dancer-Turned-Painter Captures
Movement in Paint

ARTSY EDITORIAL

https://artsy.net/post/editorial-yee-i-lanns-plucky-approach-to-identity-politics

8/21/14,5:11 PM

Amid Hong Kong’s Breathless
Rush, Pearl Lam Galleries Presents
a Show About Slowing Down

ARTSY EDITORIAL

How Dominique Blain Blends Art
and Protest

ARTSY EDITORIAL

Kadir Nelson (Yes, He Painted
Drake’s 2013 Album Cover) Sheds
Light on the Jazz Age

ARTSY EDITORIAL

Page 4 of 5


https://artsy.net/post/editorial-an-artists-fantastical-sets-and-props-bring
https://artsy.net/editorial
https://artsy.net/post/editorial-an-artists-fantastical-sets-and-props-bring
https://artsy.net/post/editorial-how-an-artist-turns-trash-into-modern-day
https://artsy.net/editorial
https://artsy.net/post/editorial-how-an-artist-turns-trash-into-modern-day
https://artsy.net/post/editorial-amid-hong-kongs-breathless-rush-pearl-lam
https://artsy.net/editorial
https://artsy.net/post/editorial-amid-hong-kongs-breathless-rush-pearl-lam
https://artsy.net/post/editorial-how-a-group-of-20-something-art-students
https://artsy.net/editorial
https://artsy.net/post/editorial-how-a-group-of-20-something-art-students
https://artsy.net/post/daily-digest-top-art-news-august-20-2014-art-forgers-and-ebay
https://artsy.net/daily-digest-top-art-news
https://artsy.net/post/daily-digest-top-art-news-august-20-2014-art-forgers-and-ebay
https://artsy.net/post/editorial-how-dominique-blain-blends-art-and-protest
https://artsy.net/editorial
https://artsy.net/post/editorial-how-dominique-blain-blends-art-and-protest
https://artsy.net/post/editorial-five-contemporary-artists-take-stock-of-the
https://artsy.net/editorial
https://artsy.net/post/editorial-five-contemporary-artists-take-stock-of-the
https://artsy.net/post/editorial-a-dancer-turned-painter-captures-movement-in-paint
https://artsy.net/editorial
https://artsy.net/post/editorial-a-dancer-turned-painter-captures-movement-in-paint
https://artsy.net/post/editorial-kadir-nelson-yes-he-painted-drakes-2013
https://artsy.net/editorial
https://artsy.net/post/editorial-kadir-nelson-yes-he-painted-drakes-2013

Yee |-Lann’s Plucky Approach to Identity Politics | Artsy Editorial | Artsy 8/21/14,5:11 PM

August 19, 2014: Whitney
Museum Extends Hours For Jeff
Koons Show and Christie’s Faces

Lawsuit over Forged Painting

DAILY DIGEST: TOP ART NEWS

https://artsy.net/post/editorial-yee-i-lanns-plucky-approach-to-identity-politics Page 5 of 5


https://artsy.net/
https://artsy.net/about
https://artsy.net/about/jobs
https://artsy.net/press
http://artsy.github.com/open-source/
https://artsy.net/terms
https://artsy.net/privacy
https://artsy.net/post/editorial-yee-i-lanns-plucky-approach-to-identity-politics#
http://twitter.com/artsy
http://www.facebook.com/artsy
http://artsy.tumblr.com/
https://artsy.net/post/daily-digest-top-art-news-august-19-2014-whitney-museum-extends-hours
https://artsy.net/daily-digest-top-art-news
https://artsy.net/post/daily-digest-top-art-news-august-19-2014-whitney-museum-extends-hours

